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The CPY children and their families, the staff and the Board of
Directors are so appreciative of the support in and from our
community. From a monetary donation, to purchasing a gift for
a child, to providing services such as accounting, to attending or
participating in one of our fundraisers such as the Hat’s Fashion

Show and the Bachelor/Bachelorette Auction - we are truly
thankful.

The Holiday Season is past and our hearts are full of gratitude
for the many community partners that provided a warm
Thanksgiving and special Christmas for the students in CPY.

Forty-one families (total of 228 individuals) were given a special
Christmas. Nineteen families (132 individuals) were adopted by
students at Robert Louis Stevenson Lower and Middle School
and provided a very special Christmas. The middle school
students also purchased books for 72 children from Highland
CPY. The Monterey County Jaycees provided a day of shopping
for 22 children that purchased gifts for 95 family members.

In addition to our families receiving assistance, 279 children
received both a gift and book from other angels in our
community. The following participated in our Angel Trees:
Carmel Presbyterian Church; Monterey United Methodist
Church; Community Bank of Central California, Marina,
Monterey, Seaside; CPY Board of Directors; Dunn McAllister
Accounting; First National Bank of Central California;
Peninsula Hair Cutting Company; The Links, Inc.; Monterey
Institute of International Studies and The Republican Women’s
Club provided learning tools for our four sites.

Target Stores donated five display trees to United Way; they in
turn contacted CPY to see if any of our families needed trees.
Amy, a ten-year-old wrote a letter thanking Target for the tree
stating that she had never had a Christmas tree. Her mother
said she did not want to leave the front room; she even wanted
to sleep under the tree and look at the pretty lights.

During each school break or Intersession we have a daily
practice of writing thank you letters to the supportive friends of
CPY. We believe it is so important for the children, as it
teaches them to possess an "attitude of gratitude" while
continuing to work on improving their vocabulary and writing
mechanics.

We decided to share some of the children’s thoughts that they
have written in their thank you letters as to what they are
learning in CPY. We know that a child’s voice is very powerful.

Special thanks to Clay Larson at First National Bank of
Central California for sponsoring this newsletter and to Fitz Vo
and Dennis Evans for their work in producing it.

FROM THE CHILDREN

“What I have learned from CPY is to read as much as |
can because reading makes life a lot easier. CPY teaches
me how to treat others with respect.”

Jennifer, 8

“What I have learned in CPY is to respect the cultures of
other people. The other thing I learned is to respect my
junior leaders and others.”

Karina, 7

“What I've learned in CPY is to never tell a lie. It is like
that seeing a ghost and that it might come back to haunt
me. My favorite standard is number six. It means not to
talk about a person’s looks. I've even learned not to swear

»

at kids, leaders or anyone else
Jamie, 9
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“What I have learned is table manners.
I've learned not to put my elbows on the table.”
Jordan, 6

“What I've learned in CPY is to care for other

people and to respect and to be honest. I also learned

how to be nice to everyone. [ am nice to my leader.

He has taught me things that I need to know.”
Quintrell, 9

“What I've learned in CPY is to not bite kids. I've
also learned to respect by not cutting in line.”
Lamont, 7

“What I've learned in CPY is to make new friends

and to follow my dreams. The other thing I learned is

to have fun, enjoy myself and do my best. We all

learned that it’s better to be a leader than a follower.”
Fatima, 11

“What I've learned in CPY is
to be honest. I also learned
that choices we don’t make are
as important as the ones we do
make.”

Karen, 8

“I have learned to always
keep my word because that
can never be taken from
me. My word is my bond.
I'm the only one who can
break it.”

Mr.Alex, 17

"

“What I have learned in CPY is to make
friends. If you be a friend you get a friend.
I try to be a better person rather than a
mean person. If you give respect to others
you will get it in return.”

Evelyn, 8

“What I learned in CPY is to give
respect so I can get it. I learned that
drugs are bad for you. I also learned that
drugs can affect your body. I learned
you can die because of them.”

Kevin, 9




